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Title: Second Grade Narrative 

Subject:  

Topics: ELA-Listening/Speaking/Viewing, ELA-Reading and Literature, 

ELA-Writing  

Grade:  Second 

Designers: Beth Herod 

                  Deborah Johnston 

Introduction  

Unit Framework Title  

Second Grade Narrative 

Unit  Framework Annotation 

Throughout this unit, second grade students will learn strategies and writing craft to complete a 

narrative story that has a length appropriate to address a topic. The students will focus on self 

assessing how well they are utilizing the strategies throughout the process of writing narrative 

stories. The students will also use their writing to assess their progress in reading and use listening 

and speaking skills to assess their own work as well as the writing of their peers. 

 

During this unit, students will complete a narrative story that contains several story elements that 

create the organizational structure of a fictional story. The students will examine the story elements 

in their writing as well as look for the story elements in children's literature. They will practice how 

to become an effective listener, and they will practice giving specific feedback to their peers to 

further practice and fine tune their knowledge of the standard. 

 

This unit will also begin to build a bridge between the reading and writing instruction of fictional 

stories. The students will learn that "good readers are good writers, and good writers are good 

readers." The students will be exposed to read-alouds and discussion of quality children's literature. 

In their reading and listening of these texts, the students will identify and discuss the different 

characteristics of the stories and how the characteristics or craft make the book narrative. Such 

characteristics of narrative text include: creating a beginning, middle, and end; including enough 

details to describe concrete details as well as the thoughts and feelings of the characters, creating a 

setting, and including dialogue as well as transition words. The writing will be authentic and will 

reflect the individual student's understanding of the writing standard. 

 

The students will learn the stages of the writing process. The students will gather information and 

brainstorm using graphic organizers to draft a story, revise, edit, and publish. Students will use 

careful editing strategies to edit for grammar and spelling errors in order to meet the second grade 

Georgia Performance Standards. 

 

The students will receive immediate feedback on their writing through the use of teacher and peer 

conferencing. This opportunity will help the students to build on their successes and to understand 

where they need to improve. 
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This Unit Framework is differentiated for:  

 

Special Populations 

While it is impossible to forecast what types of students, personalities, and disabilities you may 

experience in your classroom, there are some general guidelines to keep in mind to make things 

easier on you and provide more successful learning opportunities for all of your students. The first 

thing to keep in mind is to expect mastery. Yes, mastery. Every student in your class can and will 

master some skills. Some will come with many skills already and will learn many more over the 

course of the year. Others will come with deficits and/or disabilities that cause them to have 

difficulty; however, each and every one can master skills based on assessment, planning, and 

assessment in a repeating cycle. By limiting the number of skills (only as needed) and focusing on 

the most foundational ones, most students can leave your class competent in basic areas of reading 

and writing and will have a good basis from which to add new skills. The second thing to keep in 

mind is that you have many resources surrounding you: special education teachers, paraproôs, and 

facilitators, speech/language pathologists, ELL teachers, occupational and physical therapists, school 

psychologists, and veteran teachers, as well as literally thousands of books, journals, and other 

written media. Ask for help. The purpose of the recommendations/accommodations made within this 

unit is to spark ideas and begin to build a ñbag of tricksò from which to draw as new challenges 

face you in the way of how to reach students with specific issues. This brings you to the third thing 

to keep in mind: Differentiated Learning Sections ï read them. Many of the lessons you will find 

are conducive to supporting students at all levels; however, many suggestions have been made that 

might help you reach a child who is experiencing difficulty. The last thing to keep in mind is that 

education is inundated with acronyms, especially in the area of special education: SLD, IEP, FAPE, 

LEA, LRE, MIID, MOID, EBD, AUT, ASD, SLP, OHI, HI, VI, and on and on. Then, add acronyms 

that are related to SST, EIP and ELL. Find out what the acronyms mean; have someone make a list 

for you with a brief explanation. If you believe in your students, they will believe in themselves. 

Subject:  English Language Arts 

Topic :  Reading/Writing/Listening, Speaking, Viewing 

Grade: Second 

Approximate Duration for the Unit Framework  

Nine Weeks.  However, instruction in the writing process and the use of conventions will continue 

throughout the year.  Also, the narrative writing genre may be revisited later in the year. 

Author  

Beth Herod  

Email Address 

mstout@doe.k12.ga.us 

Alternat e E-mail Address (optional) 

Additional Authors (optional)  

Deborah Johnston 
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Standards 

Focus Standards 

 

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student 
 

a. Writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story. 

b. Uses traditional organizational patterns for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, 

similarity and difference, answering questions). 

c. Uses transition words and phrases. 

j. Rereads writing to self and others, revises to add details and edits to make corrections. 

o. Uses singular and plural personal pronouns. 

q. Uses common rules of spelling. 

r. Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation (periods, question and exclamation marks) at the 

end of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory/ simple and compound). 

 

Complementary Standards 

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The 

student 

 

a. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure. 

h. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences. 

i. Identifies and infers main idea and supporting details. 

l. Recognizes plot, setting, and character within text, and compares and contrasts these elements 

among texts. 

 

ELA2LSV1 The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. The student  
 

a. Interprets information presented and seeks clarification when needed. 

c. Uses increasingly complex language patterns and sentence structure when communicating. 

 

Understanding and Goals 

Unit Understandings, themes, and Concepts (provide concepts students should retain as a 

result of this unit) 

 Readers and writers create habits within their personal work skills that make actions such as 

re-reading and re-writing a priority in their everyday work habits  

  Authors no matter what age, read other authors to gain ideas and to improve their own 

writing skills. The students are authors too.  

  A story must have an organized structure with enough details so that a reader can visualize 

the events and characters in the narrative.   

  Effective writers edit and revise their writing by focusing on the grammar and conventions 

that were used in their story.  
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Essential Questions:  

Reading Essential Questions 

1.  How can reading and listening to children's books help us to be better writers? 

2.  While you are reading a children's book, how do the details help you to better understand the 

story? 

Writing Essential Questions 

1.  What do writers need to include in their beginning, middle, and end? 

2.  How do details enhance the characters and the actions of a story? 

3.  How can dialogue help to enhance the characters and their actions in narrative stories? 

4.  How can transition words help to smoothly move a story along? 

Listening/Speaking/Viewing Essential Questions 

1.  How can listening to each other and communicating specific feedback help us with our writing? 

 

Knowledge and Skills 
1. How can the use of appropriate capitalization help to make our stories more understandable and 

easier to read?  

2. How can the use of correct punctuation help to add meaning and clarity to our narrative stories?  

3. How can the use of a variety of pronouns help to keep our stories engaging? 

Additional Learning Goals 

The students will learn how to use self assessments to make them better writers. 

1. How can we use a scoring rubric to make decisions about our writing?  

2. Why is it important to evaluate our own work? 
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Balanced Assessments 

Method/types Informal 

Observations 

Dialogue 

and 

Discussion 

Selected 

Responses 

Constructed  

Responses 

Self-

Assessments 

Description 

 

Running 

Records 

 

Student- 

teacher 

conferences 

about writing 

and reading   

  

Observe 

student 

participation 

in class 

discussion 

and group 

interactions 

in Reading 

and Writing.  

  

 Focus on 

how students 

are following 

the rules of 

engagement.  

See attached 

rubr ic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Graphic 

Organizers: 

Character 

Analysis  

Students will 

read 

independently 

and create a 

character web 

based on the 

main 

character   of 

the story.   

 

The web will 

address the 

character's 

appearance, 

thoughts, 

actions, 

feelings, and 

dialogue.  

Multiple formal 

reading 

assessments such as 

but not limited to 

(DRA) 

Developmental 

Reading 

Assessment, 

(QRI) 

Qualitative Reading 

Inventory 

 

Original Narrative 

Text  

Students will 

choose a personal 

experience to 

develop into a 

narrative.  

Students will apply 

author's craft to 

their pieces through 

revision.  

Students will use 

appropriate first 

grade conventions.  

Students will use 

appropriate 

speaking and 

listening skills as 

they share their 

completed narrative 

at an author's 

celebration. 

Rules of 

Engagement 

Rubric 

See 

attached 

rubric  

 

Student 

created 

Narrative 

Rubric  

See 

attached 

rubric  
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Unit Performance Task(s) 

Unit Performance Task Title 

End of Unit Product for Narrative Writing 

Description/Directions 

 

Students will choose a narrative story from their writing folder. Throughout the Narrative Writing 

Unit, the students have been working on personal narratives. The students will need to choose their 
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best narrative that may contain all or some of the elements that have been taught. Some examples of 

those elements are: organized structure, having enough details, correct use of a variety of pronouns, 

dialogue, transition words, etc. 

 

Students will revise their narrative using the attached checklist. Students will self-evaluate their 

pieces based on their narrative rubric constructed throughout the unit. A sample is included with this 

task. Students may have peer conferences or student-teacher conferences.  

 

Students will apply second grade conventions to their piece of writing through the editing process. 

Students will self-evaluate their pieces based on the conventions rubric. A sample is included. 

Students may have peer conferences or student-teacher conferences.  

 

Students will publish their narratives.  

 

Students will practice using appropriate speaking and listening skills to prepare for presenting their 

published piece at the author's celebration. The self-assessment sheet is provided for appropriate 

speaking and listening skills. 

 

 

Rubric for Performance Task 

 
 

Student Work Sample with Teacher Commentary 

 

Student Work Sample 1 (This is the first sample of three. The three samples show growth over 

time.) 

The work sample was completed during the first week of the Narrative Unit. The student was asked 

to write about a personal experience. The student has written about an experience that happened 

during lunch. 

Student Work Sample 1 Commentary 
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Grade Level:  Second Grade 

Type of Writing:  Narrative  

Brief Description of Task: 

 

The students have begun the first week of writing narrative stories. The students were asked to write 

about a personal experience. The students have been exposed to different types of narrative stories 

but have not received intensive instruction around the other elements of the standard. 

 

Standard: 

Focus Standards: 

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The studenté 

  a. Writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story. 

b. Uses traditional organizational patterns for conveying information (e.g.,   

chronological order, similarity and difference, answering questions.) 

c. Uses transition words and phrases. 

j. Rereads writing to self and others, revises to add details and edits to make 

corrections. 

o. Uses singular and plural personal pronouns. 

q. Uses common rules of spelling. 

r. Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation (periods, question and exclamation 

marks) at the end of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory/ simple 

and compound). 

 

 

Complementary Standards: 

 

ELA2R4  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The 

studenté 

a. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure. 

h. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences. 

i. Identifies and infers main idea and supporting details. 

l. Recognizes plot, setting, and character within the text, and compares and 

contrasts these elements among texts. 
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Commentary: 

 

The student has written a narrative story about a personal experience. He has an obvious beginning 

to his story, ñOnce upon a time I was at lunch.ò He has also written details about what happened to 

him at lunch, ñI was eating but I was really sleepy. I tried to stay up but my face just fell into the 

lunch tray.ò He has used a pronoun, I, throughout his story. 

 

Next Steps: 

 

The student needs more instruction on writing a story with an organized structure. The student has 

an obvious beginning, but needs to work on adding more details to the beginning and then add 

closure to the end of the story. Perhaps his teacher could help him by mapping out all of the events 

of that day on a graphic organizer. The teacher could give the student a selection of childrenôs books 

that have a strong beginning, middle and end for the student to read examples of how to write an 

organized structure. Hopefully throughout the process of adding the beginning and end, the student 

will also think about adding transition words and a variety of pronouns. 

 

The student also needs to work on revising his work to add correct capitalization and punctuation. 

There were several places in his story where he either had not added the punctuation or the 
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punctuation was incorrect.  

 

Student Work Sample 2 Commentary 

 

Grade Level:  Second Grade 

Type of Writing:  Narrative  

Brief Description of Task: 

 

The students have been writing narrative stories for approximately 4-5 weeks. The students have 

been taught the elements that address have an organized structure, revising to add details and to 

make corrections with spelling and capitalization and to have enough details to write a story of 

length to address a topic. 

 

The students have been listening to read-alouds and reading books independently to gain ideas on 

how to perform the elements of the standard. 

Standard: 

Focus Standards: 

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The studenté 

  a. Writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story. 

b. Uses traditional organizational patterns for conveying information (e.g.,   

chronological order, similarity and difference, answering questions.) 

c. Uses transition words and phrases. 

j. Rereads writing to self and others, revises to add details and edits to make 

corrections. 

o. Uses singular and plural personal pronouns. 

q. Uses common rules of spelling. 

r. Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation (periods, question and exclamation 

marks) at the end of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory/ simple 

and compound). 

 

 

Complementary Standards: 

 

ELA2R4  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The 

studenté 

 

b. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure. 

j. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences. 

k. Identifies and infers main idea and supporting details. 

m. Recognizes plot, setting, and character within the text, and compares and 

contrasts these elements among texts. 
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Commentary: 

The student has written an imaginative narrative about a bull in South America. He has written the 

story with an organized structure. He has a beginning, middle and end.  His ending added closure to 

the story, ñHe was so happy it ran to North America, and the first person he saw trained him, and he 

was his pet.ò The student has also used a variety of pronouns throughout his narrative. He has used a 

transitional phrase to help move his story along, ñUntil one day, a storm cameéò The student has 

experimented with revising his work by drawing lines through words that either did not fit or were 

misspelled. The student has used a variety of word choices to help to make his story interesting, 

ñSouth America, North America, bucked, snorted, entrance.ò 

 

Next Steps: 

 

The student needs more instruction on writing a story with an organized structure. The student has 

an obvious beginning, but needs to work on adding more details to the beginning and then add 

closure to the end of the story. Perhaps his teacher could help him by mapping out all of the events 

of that day on a graphic organizer. The teacher could give the student a selection of childrenôs books 
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that have a strong beginning, middle and end for the student to read examples of how to write an 

organized structure. Hopefully throughout the process of adding the beginning and end, the student 

will also think about adding transition words and a variety of pronouns. 

 

The student also needs to work on revising his work to add correct capitalization and punctuation. 

There were several places in his story where he either had not added the punctuation or the 

punctuation was incorrect.  

 

Student Work Sample 3 Commentary 

 

Grade Level:  Second Grade 

Type of Writing:  Narrative  

Brief Description of Task: 

 

The students have had the full nine weeks of narrative writing. The students are expected to attempt 

all of the elements that have been taught. The students are expected to revise their work to meet the 

standard. This piece of work shows the revision process. This is not the published piece of work. 

 

Standard: 

 

Focus Standards: 

 

ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The studenté 

  a. Writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story. 

b. Uses traditional organizational patterns for conveying information (e.g.,   

chronological order, similarity and difference, answering questions.) 

c. Uses transition words and phrases. 

j. Rereads writing to self and others, revises to add details and edits to make 

corrections. 

o. Uses singular and plural personal pronouns. 

q. Uses common rules of spelling. 

r. Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation (periods, question and exclamation 

marks) at the end of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory/ simple 

and compound). 

 

Complementary Standards: 

 

ELA2R4  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The 

studenté 

c. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure. 

l. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences. 

m. Identifies and infers main idea and supporting details. 

n. Recognizes plot, setting, and character within the text, and compares and 

contrasts these elements among texts. 
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